Tuesday, August 25, 2009

Greetings, 

For starters, I wanna apologize. My comments, while not overtly profane were no less grating I imagine - not exactly the best way to illicit the kind of response one hopes for. Still, I hope you can at least bear with me one last time as I share with you my final concerns and not hold it against me.  After all, I am much older than you are and have two younger siblings, for which I am responsible. Their perspectives as individuals are primarily based on how their own kind (black people) is generally perceived in society. From that vantage point, they begin the long and arduous task of shaping and molding their own characters...as you are doing now. So I applaud your success thus far for I have been following you for some time now. You have parentage of Nigerian descent like I do. So when my sister, who incidentally also has a very strong fascination with the Orient, brought your (YouTube) channel to my attention, I immediately began to investigate and was thoroughly impressed. I still am. Traveling broadens your horizons in ways most other experiences cannot.

Do not misinterpret, however, my shock or discontent with mere badgering of those who wish to date interracially...for that is a cheap way to dismiss people like myself w/o ever having to consider truly and solemnly the real weight of our collective history as a planet regarding not only blacks but all oppressed peoples. Balance all of that along with your own perspectives on the scales of Humanity if you dare. I caution you to do so carefully that U may see just how you fit into the grand scheme of things. My personal gripe with you is this: You specifically do or have done very thought-provoking and serious clips on how young black women should not go looking to date outside their race because they find their own lacking. For a moment, it seemed you might be a shining example yourself. There were of course some nuances in your Vlogs (Video Logs) that I did pick up on, leaving you an easy out. Nevertheless, I had hoped. I still hope. 

In this paragraph, I want to highlight a simple statement: I have no interest whatsoever in your curious relationship. Besides, all is fair in love and war...isn't that what they say? You don't care what I think and maybe you shouldn't! It's your personal choice! I just think that if you're not going to be a staunch advocate of black on black relationships - something  in which we are so desperately lacking in the black community - don't make videos telling other black girls not to interracially date because they think its better than dating a black man. YOU ONLY CONFUSE THEM, especially when you, yourself do so! You may not think so, but it reinforces the negative stereotypes about black people. To our little ones, you say one thing but show them another. Your actions say that our stock as a people is less than everyone else’s. You probably believe that your views are slightly or maybe even exceedingly, more transcendent than my own, but it’s easier to tout a world citizen's view while blithely side-stepping the hard core facts on the ground.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Truth is...blacks collectively are operating at a loss! Our communities in America are being overtaken day by day by waves of Latino immigrants, who by the way aren't citizens some of them, but swear they have more rights in this country than we do. Their insistence that everything be in Spanish is proof enough of their contempt for our Constitutional laws among other things. Ironically though, the very thing that enables them to demand so much with significant force is precisely the one thing we have yet to regain --- Unity!  By and Large, Latinos prefer their own, Indians prefer their own, whites prefer their own, hell even the doggone Asians prefer their own mostly. We blacks, are the only exception to that practice and that is no surprise given our jaded history in this and other such countries. The propagandist machine of mass media & Hollywood movies pumps out any and everything 24/7 decrying images of a healthy black relationship making it difficult for those of us who want to rebuild the black community. Even You-tube spits out more videos of relationships like yours of people parading it around, while others do so tauntingly. You ever made a cursory search on You-tube for positive black relationships? Try it now, you'll see what I'm talking about soon enough or just check out the latest big budget Hollywood films or the actual black Hollywood stars themselves. We certainly do have very different priorities. That much is clear! I know you'll be successful. 

I've decided to cancel my subscription - not that you care of course. You may also be happy to know that I'm pulling my comments off your channel that your viewers may go on oblivious. 

Respectfully, 

theleftflank.com
Hello there,

Your subscription is to do whatever you please with. I didn't start this video diary for all of youtubes viewers and moments like this make me regret its evolution. From the japanophiles, interracial advocates, black militants, white/black/latino/asian... supremacists, teenie boppers, and perverts, I have grown accustomed to an array of attacks and this is the first appology. I really appreciate it and thank you. lol I wonder why people think I must be fascinated with asian culture to have come here. lol definitely not the case but I digress so let's continue...

It never ceases to amaze me the amount of my personal background and mentality people out there assume to understand. Thousands of miles away from a significant "black" population it is a shock that I would consider dating someone who is not black? I know what self hate manifests into when some, not all, black women date interracially. It's a very sad, ugly, and truly disgusting thing. Thier priorities are messed up, for lack of a better phrase, and it hurts to be associated. The problem with our unity, in my opinion, lies in the focus on tearing each other down without a moments hesitation. 

The fact is that honestly if you brought me someone with the same qualities as my fiance in a "black" mans body, there would be no wavering in my choice. I prefer my own every time. Alas no such a man has crossed my path and that is regretable. why? I don't know, maybe something in male upbringing is a miss nowadays in my generation. 

So instead of dating a man worth his weight some would confine me to dating the okie doke just because we have a similar history. I truly understand your hopes but I won't, don't, and can't limit my possibilities for a healthy successful relationship mearly on ethnicity. Why would these girls be confused? I don't advocate for women and girls who date interracially because they think our men are lacking or want to fall into some trend. I don't know where you even got such an idea that I think anything like that either. Show me! I'd like to know.

I don't have the time nor energy to play mind games with people. I could definitely show you other realities of the black men in our society whom I choose hands down despite the statistics that are not so much in their favor but again, you and I may never see eye to eye and I appreciate the time you've spent with Dear Life, however long it may have been.

Peace,

Alafia

Dear Sister,

It is a relief to read the following statements in your response: 

The fact is that honestly if you brought me someone with the same qualities as my fiance in a "black" mans body, there would be no wavering in my choice. I prefer my own every time. Alas no such a man has crossed my path and that is regrettable. why? I don't know, maybe something in male upbringing is a miss nowadays in my generation.

If its any consolation, my adolescent sister still holds you in high regard. We discuss these topics with some frequency @the dinner table she and I. In all likelihood, she is very apt to date interracially given her awareness & sensibilities - never mind my preaching about sacrifice.  She has asked me on a few occasions the following question: What do you think, should I settle for a brother, even though we are NOT intellectually compatible and have no stimulating conversation? To this I reply rather whimsically," I'd prefer you be with a brother personally but given today's choices, I can understand and appreciate the uniqueness of your dilemma and that of ALL our sisters.  Anyway it's you, not me, that will end up living with him. So make your own damn choices (smile)!" 

I think at long last we finally understand each other 

or at least...I understand you. Lol

Again I wanna apologize if your feelings were hurt, for those were most certainly not my intentions.

Sincerely,
theleftflank.com

P.S. 

In your betrothal, I wish you and your fiancé clear horizons.
November 22, 2009
Note to the Reader by theleftflank.com
Alafia did not respond to my last reply above. It is possible she may have never received it. Nevertheless, I would imagine her to persist in her defiant and youthful notions of blissful relationships. Oh well… On a chipper note, my sister insist that I am wrong in suggesting that she has sided with Alafia but that for the record, she remains a staunch advocate of purely black relationships. That’s a relief, but she is still young. Perhaps, these days will bring about the sort of revolution necessary for blacks to start believing in each other again. Ultimately, even I can admit that the truest goal is for all ethnic groups to mature to a point where such concerns  no longer mattered, where you would not have need for people like me defending this position, but that time is NOT now. Who can say what will happen? Only time will tell!

